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The Victims of Communism Foundation,
through our Witness project tells true sto-
ries about life communist regimes. To under-
stand the depth and scope of the evil of com-
munism we have to listen to those who knew
it all too well, those like:

Béla Krasznay who spent nearly eight
years in the notorious Recsk labor camp dur-
ing the 1950’s as a political prisoner due to
his family background (landed-owners and
military officers).

Janos Horvath who served as the youngest
member of the Hungarian parliament in 1948,
was imprisoned for four years by the com-
munist regime because of his political beliefs
only to return to the Hungarian parliament,
becoming its oldest living member until his
retirement in 2014.

Livia Gyarmathy who was ordered by the
state to become a chemist, despite wanting
to go to medical school and eventually be-
came a filmmaker, and produced the first
ever film about the Recsk labor camp—the
Hungarian Gulag.

Daniel Magay, whose idyllic childhood was
wrecked when communist authorities tar-
geted his father, a popular landowner.
Though his efforts to escape communism
brought Daniel to the 1956 Olympic Games
and, eventually, San Francisco, Daniel re-
mains deeply shaped by having grown up
under that brutal system.

We must not think that the fall of the So-
viet Union meant the ‘“‘end of history’ or
even the end of communism. As Charles de
Gaulle, the former French president said:
“Stalin didn’t walk away into the past, he
dissolved into the future.”

Today, one fifth of the world’s population
lives in a one-party communist state.

This very summer, new statues of Stalin
have been erected in several Russian towns
by Russia’s Communist Party whose leader
promised new statues in Irkutsk in Siberia
and to Eastern Ukraine.

In Donetsk, where the Soviets are respon-
sible for the death of millions of Ukrainians
in the period of forced starvation known as
Holodomor, a new cult of Stalin is on the
rise with new street posters of the bloody
murderer on display.

Russia is eager to display the red flag with
hammer and sickle as a sign of past glory at
sporting events from the Sochi Olympics to
the FINA World Championships in Kazan. All
this while Russian authorities have shut
down the Soviet era archives, revised chil-
dren’s text books and harassed or jailed his-
torians or journalists who dare to tell the
truth about life in the Soviet Union.

And in our own country, a country that
spent more resources on fighting com-
munism than any other country in the
world, we see a shocking lack of under-
standing from teenagers and young adults
who do not know the basics of 20th century
history. They don’t understand how bank-
rupt the Marxist ideology actually is and
why the struggle we as Americans took
against communist imperialism was and is
worth it.

The simple lesson of the Cold War is that
there is absolutely nothing romantic, cute,
or enviable about the socialist system and
the communist utopia. Few nations know
this better than the Hungarians, whose torn
red white and green flag became, in 1956 a
symbol for a universal desire for freedom.
And so it remains today.
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CHIEF GARY W. WARMAN—A
TEXAS LAWMAN

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Gary
Warman, my friend who has served 35 years
with the Humble Police Department, is retiring
as a Texas lawman. Gary should be recog-
nized for his fine career and his outstanding
public service to the community of Humble
and the great State of Texas.

After graduating from Sam Houston High
School in Houston, Texas, Gary joined the
United States Marines Corps in 1968. He
served a tour in South Vietnam at Marble
Mountain near Da Nang Air Base. Gary is an
honorable defender of liberty and freedom and
| thank him for his service to our country.

Following his service in the Marines, Gary
moved back to Houston and began working as
a millwright.

His father was a millwright, so he naturally
learned the trade. He worked in several power
plants around the Houston area for the next
five years.

It wasn’t long before Gary decided to fulfill
his childhood dream of being a policeman. In
1975, he made that dream come true by join-
ing Harris County Constable Precinct 1 where
he trained at the Texas A&M Police Academy.
He worked for Constable Walter Rankin for
two years, before joining Harris County Pre-
cinct 4 under Constable C.R. Davis.

In 1979, he was offered a job as a patrol of-
ficer and thus began his long career fighting
crime with the Humble Police Department. He
quickly rose through the ranks as patrol ser-
geant, detective sergeant, lieutenant of detec-
tive division, and lieutenant of patrol division.

His personality and professionalism quickly
gained him respect from the law enforcement
community.

He was promoted to Chief of Police in 2002.
His 13 years of faithful service as Chief of Po-
lice makes him the longest sitting Chief in the
history of the City of Humble.

Gary obtained additional police training
along the way. He is a graduate of the FBI
National Academy 174th session and Leader-
ship Command College at Sam Houston State
University. He also holds a Master Peace Offi-
cer Certificate. He is a member of the Texas
Police Chief's Association, North Harris Coun-
ty Criminal Justice Association, Arabia Shrine
Temple, International Association of Police
Chiefs and a life member of the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, this remarkable Texan should
be commended for his exemplary service and
dedication to the City of Humble. He will be
dearly missed by his fellow officers, City of
Humble employees, citizens of Humble, Texas
and me. We wish him happy hunting, fishing,
and golfing. Thank you, Gary, for dedicating
your life to public service and making our
community a fine place to live and raise a
family. Job well done.

And that’s just the way it is.
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NATIONAL FOREST PRODUCTS
WEEK

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2015

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of National Forest Products Week
and in recognition of the 30,000 hardworking
individuals employed by this industry in Wash-
ington State; including the over 1,000 pulp and
paper employees in my district alone. In
Washington, the industry provides nearly 2 bil-
lion dollars in annual compensation and is
among the state’s largest manufacturing sec-
tors.

Forest products play a valuable role in our
daily lives and are manufactured using recy-
clable and renewable resources. They are
used in our businesses, schools, and homes—
whether they are books, paper, shipping
boxes, or LCD monitors—these products con-
tinue to meet the evolving needs of people
around the world. The industry is an integral
part of America’s manufacturing competitive-
ness and allows us to communicate, teach,
and learn.

| am excited to celebrate National Forest
Products Week and my constituents who con-
tribute to this industry. | urge my colleagues to
exercise common sense and sound science
when it comes to rules and regulations that
unnecessarily burden this vital U.S. industry.
By doing so, we can guarantee these products
remain globally competitive and ensure that
900,000 Americans and 30,000 Washing-
tonians can continue working for this important
industry.

—————

RECOGNIZING PAUL GALLEGOS AS
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Paul Gallegos, who was honored
as Humboldt County Citizen of the Year on
October 23, 2015, a well-deserved award.
Paul Gallegos’ history as an attorney and as
the District Attorney for Humboldt County has
been a benefit to the state and the community.

Born in Arlington, Virginia, Paul Gallegos
was one of 11 children. He graduated from
Woodbridge  Senior  High  School in
Woodbridge, Virginia, then attended the Uni-
versity of Southern California, where he
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in econom-
ics. Paul Gallegos went on to University of La-
Verne School of Law, where he attained a
Juris Doctorate degree.

Paul Gallegos was district attorney for Hum-
boldt County from 2003 to 2015. He was a
partner with his wife Joan at Gallegos &
Gallegos, Attorneys at Law in Eureka, and fo-
cused on state and federal civil and criminal
litigation at the Law Office of Paul V. Gallegos
in Claremont, CA. He is currently a partner at
the Gallegos Law Firm.

He has served with numerous legal associa-
tions, including: The California Public Defend-
er's Association; the National Public Defend-
er's Association; the California Trial Attorneys
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Association; the National District Attorneys As-
sociation, the California District Attorneys As-
sociation, and the National District Attorneys
Association. He is part of the Federal Pro
Bono Project and a current member of the
Betty Kwan Chinn Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, Paul Gallegos’ dedication to
law and the community of Humboldt County is
commendable and worthy of recognition. |
urge my colleagues to join me in extending
our congratulations to him.

———

AFRICA’S GREAT LAKES REGION:
A SECURITY, POLITICAL, AND
HUMANITARIAN CHALLENGE

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, to
say that the Great Lakes region of Africa is
troubled would be an understatement. Burundi
is experiencing continued turmoil due to a re-
cent contentious election. The Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, or DRC, has had some
level of conflict since the late 1990s. The
Lord’s Resistance Army, also known as the
LRA, has plagued several of these countries.
Alleged plundering of DRC resources by
Rwanda and Uganda have never been fully
resolved. Nations in the region have been pre-
occupied in the last two years with resolving
the South Sudan civil war.

Definitions vary, but the Great Lakes region,
as defined by the U.S. Department of State,
comprises Burundi, the DRC, Rwanda, and
Uganda. The region is among the most dense-
ly populated in Africa, especially around Lake
Victoria and Lake Tanganyika, and enjoys rich
agricultural potential, water resources, min-
erals, and wildlife. However, political instability,
conflict, humanitarian crises, and a lack of de-
velopment remain key challenges.

These four countries are the purview of the
U.S. Special Envoy to the Great Lakes, Tom
Perriello, whom we had before my sub-
committee yesterday. We also had Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, who has spent a great
deal of her time in office dealing with Great
Lakes issues.

Yesterday’s hearing offered an opportunity
to hear from these administration officials not
only about continuing U.S. efforts to extinguish
the LRA threat, but also the administration’s
work with governments in the region on issues
such as peace building, governance and ad-
herence to international human rights and de-
mocracy standards.

In our subcommittee hearings over the last
three years, we have uncovered numerous
troubling situations:

Even with the supposed end of operations
by the M23 militia in eastern DRC in late
2013, there are several other militias still caus-
ing instability in the region.

The Kabila government in the DRC is re-
portedly using a ban on completing foreign
adoptions as leverage to ward off actions to
prevent him from prolonging his rule despite a
constitutional bar to any reelection bid.

Burundi President Pierre Nkurunziza’s deci-
sion to run for a third term, which some Bu-
rundians and outside observers viewed as a
violation of a landmark peace agreement—
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and, arguably, the Constitution of Burundi—
has led to a political crisis and heightened
concerns about regional stability.

Human rights abuses in Rwanda were found
to be targeted toward real or perceived polit-
ical opponents prior to 2012, but after 2012,
such abuses were seen as more random, ex-
panding the targets of the regime.

Maj. Robert Higero, a retired Rwandan mili-
tary officer, told our subcommittee on May
20th about his solicitation by the Rwandan in-
telligence chief to kill to high-level defectors.
He turned against the government and in-
formed the targets who asked him to record
the offer. He did, and the recording was vali-
dated by the Globe and Mail in Canada and
the British Broadcasting Corporation. The
State Department has not only found the alle-
gations to be credible but warned Maj. Higero
to leave Belgium where his life was in danger.

Although LRA killings have diminished in the
past few years, kidnappings by the group have
risen as it operates in smaller, scattered cells,
using more adults as temporary labor. One
witness at our hearing last month said an end
to the U.S. support for the counter-LRA effort
would be “devastating.”

We have heard of the difficulties of address-
ing issues in this troubled region of Africa by
both government and private witnesses over
the past few years. However, the fates of
these countries are interconnected, and our
policies need to take this into account.

There are numerous issues in the Great
Lakes countries that require examination, and
we discussed yesterday what should be a co-
ordinated U.S. policy in this region and we
heard from our witnesses what the prospects
are for this policy to be implemented.

———

IN HONOR OF MR. WILLIAM
OSBORNE’S ACHIEVEMENTS

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2015

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to pay tribute to the accomplishments of
Mr. William Osborne, as he retires from a long
career spanning both the private and public
sectors. Whichever job he held, it was clear
that Mr. Osborne always had Georgia and its
citizens on his mind.

Originally a journalist, Mr. Osborne grad-
uated from the University of Georgia’s jour-
nalism school with distinction and went on to
work at the Atlanta Journal. After a few years,
Mr. Osborne left the Journal to direct and help
establish DeKalb County’s Research-Informa-
tion office. The office was one of the first pub-
lic information offices in the United States of
America. When the National Association of
Counties established their own public informa-
tion office, Mr. Osborne was chosen to be vice
president by his colleagues.

Almost concurrently, he established the City
of Atlanta’s public information office and held
the position for a few months before setting
his sights on helping to improve the education
system in Atlanta and Conyers. As Director of
Information and Community Relations and
later of Evaluation and Dissemination of Pupil
Personnel Services, he undertook the effort of
desegregating and integrating Atlanta public
schools in the 1960’s.
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He has helped to develop and improve com-
munities and cities throughout metro Atlanta
as a consultant and throughout the southern
United States as a part of the Council of State
Governments. Mr. Osborne has advocated for
citizens and the improvement of Georgia as
well as throughout the United States.

Mr. Osborne served as Executive Director
for the Southern Governor’s Association and
maintained their Atlanta office, working with 19
Governors and their key staff members.

As the City Manager for Douglasville, for
which he was reappointed 24 times, Mr.
Osborne saw the city triple in population size.
He worked with three different mayors and 30
different city council members. He oversaw
and guided the city as its budget quadrupled
in size. Under Mr. Osborne’s guidance and
leadership Douglasville has continued to grow
and prosper. He will certainly be missed by all
who have had the honor of working with him.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor the
achievements of Mr. Osborne and to com-
mend his passion and dedication for the local
government and citizens not only in
Douglasville but throughout the State of Geor-
gia. | ask my colleagues to join me in vener-
ating this distinguished colleague and his serv-
ice to the people of Georgia.

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF NORTHWEST FLOR-
IDA’S DAISY STEED

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Ms. Daisy Steed on the occasion
of her retirement as Manager of Ellyson Indus-
trial Park in Pensacola, Florida. For more than
30 years, Ms. Steed has dedicated her life to
serving the Northwest Florida community, and
| am pleased to honor her outstanding
achievements.

Ms. Steed first came to Escambia County in
1982 after serving 17 years with the City of
Hartselle, Alabama, where she served in var-
ious capacities, including as interim City Man-
ager. An assiduous worker, Ms. Steed also
held many different positions in Escambia
County, one year serving in five different ca-
pacities, before she was called on to help de-
velop Ellyson Industrial Park and Marcus
Pointe Commerce Park. As a result of her
acumen, work ethic, and dedication to serving
her community, Ms. Steed was named “Em-
ployee of the Month” several times, and, in
1997, she was selected as “Employee of the
Year” in recognition of her excellent perform-
ance, courtesy, and professionalism.

During her career managing Ellyson Indus-
trial Park, Ms. Steed was instrumental in re-
cruiting more than 20 companies to the park,
helping to bring jobs and bolster economic de-
velopment in the Gulf Coast region. Ms.
Steed’s success and dedication is also exem-
plified by her work securing funding to help
build a new National Guard Armory. As a
strong supporter of our military and National
Guard, and in recognition of her efforts to help
shepherd the construction of the National
Guard Armory, Ms. Steed was one of a select
group of civilians to be awarded the “Leader-
ship Award” from Major General Harrison.
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